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HEALTH  COMMITTEE 


DAY  OF  MEETING— Last  Tuesday  in  each  month  at  7 p.m. 

MEMBERS. 

Councillors  Mrs.  E.  Thomas  (Chairman),  W.  D.  James,  E.  S. 
Cox,  E.  W.  Davies,  Islwyn  Williams,  James  Williams,  Tom 
Meredith,  Trevor  Williams,  Dr.  A.  T.  M.  Wilson,  E.  E.  Jones,  D. 
Rees  Jones,  John  Morgan,  and  ex-officio,  the  Chairman  of  the 
Council,  Councillor  D.  J.  Morse,  and  the  Vice-Chairman,  Coun- 
cillor Tom  Phillips. 

THE  MATERNITY  AND  INFANT  WELFARE  COMMITTEE 
is  composed  of  the  members  of  the  Health  Committee,  together 
with  Mrs.  M.  A.  Morgan,  247  Cardiff  Road,  Aberaman. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Aberdare  Urban  District 

Council 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT, 
ROCK  GROUNDS. 


Madam  and  Gentlemen, — 

In  accordance  with  Article  14  (3)  of  the  Sanitary  Officers' 
Order  of  1926,  I beg  to  submit  my  report  for  the  year  ended 
December  31st,  1942.  The  report  is  written  on  the  lines 
suggested  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  and,  compared  with  prev- 
ious years,  is,  in  accordance  with  their  wishes,  a very  brief 
one. 


G 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS 


Assist.  Medical  Officer  of  Health. . Elizabeth  A.  Marsden,  M.B., 
and  Assist.  School  Medical  Ch.B.,  Aberdeen. 

Officer 


Orthopaedic  Surgeon 
(part-time) 


J.  Berry  Haycraft,  M.B., 
Ch.B.,  Edin.,  F.R.C.S.,  Eng., 
Surgeon  to  the  Prince  of 
Wales'  Hospital,  Cardiff. 
Assist.  Surgeon,  Royal 
Infirmary,  Cardiff. 


Surgeon  for  the  Operative  Treat-. . .Harry  Banks,  M.B.,  Dub., 
ment  of  enlarged  Tonsils  and  F.R.C.S.,  Edin. 

Adenoids  (part-time) 

Dental  Surgeons  W.  Trevor  Flooks,  L.D.S. 

Kurt  Herzfeld,  D.M.D. 


Medical  Officer  of  the  Birth 
Control  Clinic  (part-time) 

Sanitary  Inspectors 


..Sybil  M.  Morgan,  M.R.C.S., 
L.R.C.P.,  Lond. 

..John  Thomas,  Senior 
Inspector. 

Daniel  Lewis. 

Daniel  Richards. 

Trevor  Walters. 


Matron  of  the  Small-Pox  Hospital... Florence  Paddock. 

Fedw  Hir 

Chief  Clerk  ..  .Trevor  J.  Hopkins. 

Junior  Clerk  ...  W.  G.  Davies  (Joined  H.M. 

Forces  15/3/40). 

J.  Palmer  (Joined  H.M. 
Forces  1/7/41). 

Clerk  (temporary) D.  R.  Williams. 
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Junior  Clerk  

ii  •• 

„ „ (temporary)  ... 

„ „ (temporary)  ... 

Health  Visitors 


Orthopaedic  Nurse 


Miss  M.  White  (Directed  to 
R.O.F.  12/8/42). 

N.  Jones  (Joined  H.M.  Forces 
5/11/42). 

..Miss  M.  A.  Pugh  (com- 
menced duties  31/7/42). 
..Miss  M.  P.  Chorley  (com- 
menced duties  24/8/42). 

...Dorothy  Walker. 

Kate  Howlett. 

E.  M.  Abraham. 

A.  M.  Cuddigan. 

P.  J.  Airdrie. 


...Kate  Howlett. 

The  following  is  a synopsis  of  the  vital  statistics  for  the  year: — 

Census  population  curtailed  in  the  interests  of  National 

Security. 


Birth  rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  15.1 

Crude  death  rate  ...  ...  ...  12.2 

Corrected  death  rate  ...  ...  ...  13.6 

Infantile  mortality  rate  ...  ...  ...  66 

Diarrhoea  death  rate  (under  2 years)  ...  .02 

Respiratory  death  rate  (excluding  ...  1.4 

phthisis) 

Phthisis  death  rate  ...  ...  ...  .47 

Other  tuberculous  diseases  death  rate  ...  .14 

Cancer  death  rate  ...  ...  ...  1.5 


RATEABLE  VALUE 

The  rateable  value  is  £154,934,  and  a penny  rate  is  esti- 
mated to  produce  £566  16s.  lOd. 
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DEATHS 

Five  hundred  and  twelve  deaths  actually  occurred  in  the 
district,  giving  a crude  death-rate  of  12.2. 

The  crude  death-rate  only  takes  into  consideration  the 
deaths  which  actually  occurred  in  the  district. 

Eighty-three  residents  died  in  other  districts,  giving  a cor- 
rected death-rate  of  13.6. 

The  death-rate  per  1,000  living  for  England  and  Wales  for 
the  year  1942  was  11.6;  for  the  126  great  towns,  13.3;  for  the 
148  smaller  towns  (census  population,  25,000 — 50,000),  12.1,  and 
for  London,  13.9. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


All  causes  

1.  Typhoid  and  parat.  fevers 

2.  Cerebro-spinal  fever 

3.  Scarlet  Fever  

4.  Whooping  Cough 

5.  Diphtheria  

6.  Tub.  of  resp.  systems 

7.  Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

3.  Syphilitic  diseases 

9.  Influenza  

10.  Measles 

11.  Acute  polio-rnyeltis  and  polio-encephalitis 

12.  Acute  inf.  encephalitis  

13.  Cancer  of  b.  cav.  and  oesoph  (M.),  utterus  (F 

14.  Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

15.  Cancer  of  breast  

16.  Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

17.  Diabetes  

18.  Intra-cran.,  vase.,  lesions  

19.  Heart  disease 

20.  Other  diseases  of  circulation  system  ... 

21.  Bronchitis  

22.  Pneumonia  ...  

23.  Other  respiratory  diseases  

24.  Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 


M. 

F. 

312 

256 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

12 

8 

2 

4 

2 

— 

8 

4 

1 

1 

.)  2 

4 

10 

6 

— 

5 

23 

14 

2 

2 

43 

41 

75 

66 

4 

2 

14 

5 

12 

11 

18 

2 

5 

2 

1 


25. 

Diarrhoea  under  two  years 

— 

26. 

Appendicitis 

— 

27. 

Other  digestive  diseases 

3 

28. 

Nephritis 

6 

29. 

Puerperal  and  port-abortive  sepis 

— 

30. 

Other  maternal  causes 

— 

31. 

Premature  Birth 

2 

32. 

Con.  maltruition,  birth  injury,  infantile  disease  .£ 

33. 

Suicide 

3 

34. 

Road  traffic  accidents 

5 

35. 

Other  violent  causes 

7 

36. 

All  other  causes  • ... 

45 

BIRTHS 

There  were  registered  during  the  year  632  births  (341 
males,  291  females),  the  rate  per  1000  being  15.1  as  compared 
with  15.2  for  last  year. 

The  birth-rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1942  was  15.8,  of 
the  126  great  towns  (including  London,  census  populations  ex- 
ceeding 50,000),  17.3  of  the  148  smaller  towns  (census  popula- 
tions 25,000  to  50,000),  18.4  and  of  London,  14.0. 

The  legitimate  birth-rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  was 
14.8,  and  illegitimate,  .33. 

The  still-birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  was  .91. 

ILLEGITIMATE  BIRTHS  AMD  DEATHS 

There  were  14  illegitimate  births,  and  one  death  occurred 
among  these  children. 


MARDY  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL,  MERTHYR. 

During  the  year  76  cases  of  diphtheria,  30  of  scarlatina,  4 
of  cerebro-spinal  fever,  1 of  enteric  fever,  and  3 of  encephal- 
itis lethagica,  were  removed  to  the  above  hospital,  and  of  these 
three  cases  of  diphtheria,  2 of  encephalitis  lelhargica  and  1 cf 
cerebral  spinal  meningitis  died. 
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MARDY  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL,  MERTHYR. 

( 

Expenditure  for  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1942. 

Aggregate  number  of  days  spent  by  patients  in  hospital,  13,117 
Cost  of'  isolation  and  treatment  ...  ...  £2^001 

Number  of  patients  admitted  291 

J.  L.  THOMAS, 

Accountant. 

42/43  High  Street,  Aberdare. 

NUTRITION. 

We  continued  to  distribute  leaflets  at  the  Infant  Welfare 
Centre  and  the  School  Clinic. 

SCHOOLS. 

For  particulars  with  regard  to  schools,  the  reader  is  re- 
ferred to  the  report  made  to  the  Education  Committee. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1925— Section  67. 

The  advertising  boards  of  the  Empire  Marketing  Board 
and  those  of  a billposting  company  were  used  for  placards 
dealing  with  health  matters. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 

During  the  year  489  notifications  were  received,  distribu- 
ted among  the  different  wards  as  follows: — 


Llwydcoed 

147  Gadlys 

84 

Town 

67  Blaengwawr 

- 59 

Aberaman  . . . 

132 

The  number  489  is  constituted  as  follows: — Diphtheria — 
84;  erysipelas — 13;  scarlet  fever — 126;  cerebro-spinal  fever — 
4;  enteric  fever — 1;  puerperal  pyrexia — 9;  ophthalmia  neona- 
torum— 5;  pneumonia — 73;  pulmonary  tuberculosis — 60;  other 
forms  of  tuberculosis — 17;  measles — 7;  whooping  cough  87, 
and  encephalitis  lethargica — 3. 
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SCARLATINA. 

There  were  126  notifications  of  the  above  disease,  distribu- 
ted as  follows: — 

Llwydcoed  ...  ...  38  Gadlys  ...  ...  30 

Town  16  Blaengwawr  ...  ...-  17 

Aberaman  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

The  number  of  infected  houses  was  122,  and  of  these  four 
had  more  than  one  case. 

The  disease  was  of  a very  mild  character. 

The  death-rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  2.19,  that  for 
great  towns  2.49,  that  for  the  smaller  towns,  2.34,  that  for  Lon- 
don, 1.86,  and  that  for  Aberdare,  nil. 

DIPHTHERIA. 

Eighty-four  notifications  were  received,  the  ward  distribu- 
tion of  these  cases  being  as  follows: — 

Llwydcoed  ...  ...  13  Gadlys  ...  ...  9 

Town  ...  ...  11  Blaengwawr  ...  ...  9 

Aberaman  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

There  were  78  infected  houses,  and  6 of  them  had  more 
than  one  case. 

The  case  mortality  per  cent,  was  3.5. 

The  death-rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  was  .07  as  com- 
pared with  1.05  for  England  and  Wales,  1.35  for  the  great 
towns,  0.91  for  the  smaller  towns,  and  0.76  for  London. 

ENTERIC  FEVER. 

One  case  of  enteric  fever  was  notified,  and  the  diagnosis 
was  confirmed  by  the  Widal  test.  The  patient  was  removed  to 
hospital,  and  made  a good  recovery. 

Llwydcoed  1 Gadlys  nil. 

Town  ...  ...  nil.  Blaengwawr  ...  nil. 

Aberaman  nil. 
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tuberculosis' 


During  the  year  60  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and 
17  of  tuberculosis  of  other  regions  were  notified. 

The  sub-joined  table,  prescribed  by  the  Ministry  of  Health, 
gives  the  age  and  sex  distributions  of  persons  notified  as 
suffering  from  the  disease  and  of  those  who  died  from  it: — 


AGE  PERIODS 


NEW  CASES. 

Non- 

Pulmonary  Pulmonary 
M.  P.  M.  F. 


DEATHS. 

Non- 

Pulmcnary  Pulmonary 
M.  P.  M.  F. 


0 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 





. 

1 

— 

— 

1 

3 

— 







5 

• . ^ . . , 

— 

o 

Cl 

1 

i 

— 

— 

— 



10 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 



1 

15 

5 

3 

1 

i 

2 

3 

1 

1 

20 

7 

12 

— 

— 

3 

2 

— 



25 

6 

6 

1 

3 

2 

1 

— 

2 

35 

4 

3 

— 

— 

3 

2 

— 

— 

-15 

8 

2 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

55 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 







G5 

(and  upwards) 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

--- 

— 

— 

Totals 

32 

28 

8 

9 

12 

8 

2 

4 

The  health  visitors  paid  1,788  visits  to  patients  suffering 
from  tuberculosis. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  241  males  and  205 
females  on  the  register,  and  of  these  274  were  found  to  be  in 
good  health,  73  in  fair  health,  86  in  the  same  condition  as  they 
were  in  when  notified,  and  28  were  in  sanatoria. 

It  was  found  that  160  males  were,  working  regularly,  6 un- 
employed, but  fit  for  work,  and  59  were  unable  to  work. 


PNEUMONIA. 

Seventy-three  cases  of  the  above  disease  were  noiified, 
and  the  death-rate  per  1,000  population  was  1.7. 

All  these  cases  were  visited,  and  suitable  literature  sup- 
plied to  those  in  attendance  on  the  patient. 

PUERPERAL  PYREXIA. 


Nine  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  were  notified,  and  all  re- 
covered. 

The  notification  rate  per  1,000  births  (live  and  still)  was 

13.4. 
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OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 

Five  cases  occurred,  and  recovered  with  unimpaired  sight. 

MEASLES. 

There  were  no  deaths  registered  as  having  been  due  to 
the  above  disease. 

The  death-rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  .01;  for  the 
great  towns — .021;  for  the  smaller  towns — .01;  for  London — .01, 
and  for  Aberdare — nil. 

NON-NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 

Influenza. 

Twelve  deaths  were  caused  by  the  above  disease.  The 
death-rate  per  1,000  population  was  .27,  as  compared  with  .09 
for  England  and  Wales;  .09  for  the  great  towns;  .10  for  the 
smaller  towns,  and  .07  for  London. 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis. 

One  death  was  attributed  to  this  cause. 

The  death-rate  for  England  and  Wales  per  1,000  births  was 
5.2;  for  the  great  towns — 7.5;  for  the  smaller  towns — 4.8;  for 
London — 8.6,  and  for  Aberdare — 1.5. 

MID  WIVES'  ACT,  1902. 

MID  WIVES'  ACT,  1936. 

Notifications  from  midwives  of  their  intention  to  practise: 

(a)  Resident  within  the  district  19 

(b)  Resident  outside  the  district,  but  practising  inside  Nil 

The  number  of  the  above  who  were  enrolled  in 
virtue  of  having  been  in  practice  previously  to  31st  July, 

1901  .'  Nil 

Number  holding  certificates  in  midwifery  from  in- 
stitutions or  societies  recognised  by  the  Central  Mid- 
wives Board  ...  in 
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Nurses  who  have  ceased  practising  (deaths)  ...  Nil 

Nurses  who  have  ceased  practising  ...  ...  Nil 

Nurses  who  have  ceased  practising  (removed  from 
the  district)  3 

Notices  received  of  sending  medical  aid  ...  ...  294 

Notices  received  of  still-births  from  midwives  ...  34 

Midwives  removed  from  midwives'  roll  owing  to 
gross  negligence  in  their  duties  Nil 

Visits  paid  to  midwives  at  their  houses  to  inspect 
bags  and  registers  232 

For  midwifery  purposes  the  urban  area  is  divided  into  six 
districts,  and  there  are  seven  permanent  nurses  and  one  tem- 
porary one  employed  by  the  Council. 

Ninety-one  live-births  and  three  still-births  were  dealt  with 
by  the  independent  midwives,  as  compared  with  three  hundred 
and  ninety  live-births,  twenty-one  still-births,  sixteen  mis- 
carriages, and  eight  abortions  attended  to  by  the  municipal 
midwives. 


One  hundred  and  thirty-eight  live-births  and  ten  still-births 
were  dealt  with  at  the  General  Hospital. 

ANTE-NATAL  CLINIC. 


Three  hundred  and  twenty-five  patients  attended  the 
clinic,  the  number  of  attendances  being  982,  and  the  average 
weekly  attendance  19.6.  This  work  is  done  on  Friday  by  Dr. 
Marsden. 

The  under-mentioned  diseases  were  treated  in  the  numbers 
indicated: — 


Dental  Treatment 

High  Blood  Pressure 

Constipation 

Albuminuria 

Heart  Trouble 

Leucorrhoea 

Hyperacidity 


90 

2 

20 

10 

13 

6 

4 
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Threatened  Miscarriage 
Forceps  Delivery 
Anaemia 
Haemorroids 
Varicose  Veins 
Lacerated  Perineum 
Bronchitis 
Miscarriage 

Breech  Delivery  

Premature  Birth 

Hydrocephalus  and  spina  bifida 
Epilepsy  

Cases  referred  to  their  own  doctors: — 

Doubtful  Pregnancy 
Contracted  Pelvis 
Twin  Pregnancy 
Placenta  Praevia 
Caesarean  section 
Breech 

Complete  prolapse  of  uterus 

STILL-BIRTHS. 


2 

15 

4 

2 

8 

1 

4 

3 

3 

1 

1 

2 


3 

2 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 


Neo-Natal  Deaths. 

Thirty-four  still-births  and  forty-two  neo-natal  deaths  were 
investigated. 


MATERNAL  DEATHS. 

Last  year  the  Registrar-General  attributed  one  death  to 
puerperal  and  post-abortion  sepsis,  and  two  from  other 
maternal  causes. 

The  death-rate  per  1,000  live-  and  still-births  was  4.4,  as 
compared  with  2.01  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  death-rate  per  1,000  live-  and  still-births  from 
puerperal  sepsis  was  1.4,  as  compared  with  .42  for  England 
and  Wales. 


HEALTH  VISITORS. 

The  Health  Visitors  paid  619  first  visits,  and  12,877  re-visits 
to  children  under  school  age. 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

The  infantile  mortality  rate  was  66,  as  compared  with  59 
for  the  great  towns,  and  49  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  rate  for  the  County  of  Glamorgan  was  55,  for  the 
Glamorgan  Urban  Districts  56,  and  for  the  Glamorgan  Rural 
Districts  53. 

Subjoined  will  be  found  the  rates  for  some  of  the  larger 
Glamorgan  districts: — 


Barry 

...  50 

Mountain  Ash 

...  46 

Caerphilly 

...  64 

Neath  Borough 

...  60 

Maesteg  . . . 

...  61 

Pontypridd 

...  61 

Port  Talbot 

...  45 

Rhondda 

...  63 

Neath  Rural 

73 

INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRE. 

Three  thousand,  nine  hundred  and  sixty-one  attendances 
were  made  at  the  Centre  during  the  year,  the  average  weekly 
attendance  having  been  seventy-six.  One  hundred  and  thirty- 
six  diseases  and  disorders  were  diagnosed,  and  the  majority 
were  treated  at  the  Centre. 

Sixty-one  conditions  requiring  surgical  attention  were 
diagnosed,  and  either  referred  to  their  own  doctor  or  to  the 
orthopaedic  surgeon. 

Three  hundred  and  seventy-two  tins  of  Maltoline  were 
given  out  to  children  suffering  from  malnutrition. 

ORTHOPAEDIC  TREATMENT. 

Mr.  Haycraft  examined  fifty-four  new  cases,  and  re- 
examined thirty-one  old  ones.  Two  cases  attended  the  Prince 
of  Wales'  Hospital,  Cardiff,  and  surgical  appliances  were 
given  to  nine  children.  Seventy-two  children  made  one 
hundred  and  fifteen  attendances  at  the  Clinic,  and  the  nurse 
paid  three  hundred  and  forty-one  visits  to  the  homes  of  crippled 
children. 


ENLARGED  TONSILS  AND  ADENOIDS. 

Three  children  under  five  years  of  age  were  operated  on 
at  the  General  Hospital. 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  DENTAL 
TREATMENT. 


This  work  is  done  on  Monday  afternoons,  and  the  particu- 
lars of  the  work  done  are  as  follows: — 


EXPECTANT  MOTHERS. 


Number 

of  visits  to  the  clinic 

' . . . 

n 
1 1 

„ fillings 
„ extractions 

ii 

ii 

„ gas  administrations 
„ dressings 

ii 

ii 

n 

„ scalings 

„ impressions  taken 
„ sets  inserted 

INFANTS. 

Number  of  visits  to  the  clinic 
„ „ fillings 

,,  „ extractions 

„ „ gas  administrations 

„ „ dressings 


344 

6 

615 

119 

4 

3 

28 

25 


188 

17 

163 

104 

40 


OTORRHOEA. 

Fourteen  patients  from  the  Infant  Welfare  Centre  suffering 
from  running  ears  were  treated  on  Wednesday  and  Saturday 
mornings  at  the  School  Clinic. 

BIRTH  CONTROL  CLINIC. 


Date. 

13th  January 
9th  February 
9th  March 
14th  April 
12th  May 
16th  June 
14th  July 
11th  August 
8th  September 
13th  October 
10th  November 
8th  December 


Number  of 
New  Patients. 


1 

2 


1 

2 


Number  of 
Re-Visits 
to  Clinic. 


25 

25 

14 

11 

15 
7 

19 

16 
25 
23 
18 
12 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 


Return  from  1st  January  to  the  31st  December,  1942. 


Child  Population. 


Aged  under 
5 years. 


Number  of  Children  in  the  Authority's  area  on  the 

31st  December,  1942  ...  ...  ...  ...  2859 


Immunised  Children. 

Number  of  children  who  have  completed  the  full 
course  of  immunisation  between  1st  January 
to  the  31st  December,  1942  1296 

Number  of  Children  who  have  completed  the  full 
course  of  immunisation  between  1st  January, 

1940,  to  31st  December,  1941  ...  827 


Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  2123 


MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  ORDER,  1936—1941. 

Two  licences  were  issued  to  pasteurising  establishments, 
"Holder  Process,"  and  three  dealers'  licences  were  issued  to 
retailers  of  pasteurised  milk.  Thirty-two  samples  of  pasteur- 
ised milk  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination.  Twenty- 
five  samples  were  reported  to  be  satisfactory,  four  samples 
were  found  to  contain  a high  bacterial  count  and  three  were 
under-pasteurised.  The  attention  of  the  producers  was  drawn 
to  the  unsatisfactory  samples. 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  ORDER,  1926. 

There  are  seventy-four  dairies,  cowsheds,  and  milkshops 
on  the  register.  Four  hundred  and  thirty-nine  visits  were 
paid  to  these  premises.  Three  notices  were  served  with  respect 
to  limewashing  and  the  removal  of  manure,  and  these  were 
complied  with. 
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SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1933. 

Thirteen  licences  were  granted  to  butchers  authorising 
them  to  slaughter  animals  under  the  above  mentioned  Act. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSE. 

The  Slaughterhouse  is  under  the  control  of  the  Ministry 
of  Food  and  serves  the  Aberdare  and  Mountain  Ash  areas. 
The  number  of  animals  slaughtered  during  the  year  was 
23,087.  All  the  carcases  were  examined  and  the  details  of  the 
inspections  made  are  as  indicated  below: — 


CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED. 


Cattle, 

excluding  Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep 

and 

Pigs. 

Number  Killed  

Cows. 

797 

739 

559 

Lambs. 

20,692 

300 

Number  Inspected  

797 

739 

559 

20,692 

300 

All  Diseases  except 
Tuberculosis: — 

Whole  carcase  condemned 

2 

5 

Carcase  of'  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

78 

102 

5 

1,724 

13 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affceted  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis 

9.7 

14.0 

0.89 

8.3 

4.3 

Tuberculosis  only: — 
Whole  carcase  condemned 

1 

8 

1 

1 

Carcase  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

47 

122 

1 

34 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  Tuber- 
culosis   

6.0 

17.5 

0.35 

nil 

11.6 

UNSOUND  FOOD. 

The  amount  ef  food  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  con- 
sumption during  the  year  was  seventeen  tons  and  seventy- 
seven  lbs.  The  amount  condemned  at  the  slaughterhouse  was 
22,340  lbs.,  which  consisted  of  beef,  6,629  lbs.;  beef  offal,  10,686 
lbs.;  mutton,  274  lbs.;  mutton  offal,  3,914  lbs.;  veal,  122  lbs.; 
veal  offal,  33  lbs.;  pork,  116  lbs.;  and  pork  offal,  566  lbs.;  15,817 
lbs.  of  miscellaneous  articles  were  condemned  in  various  pre- 
mises and  stores  throughout  the  district.  ^ 

One  person  was  prosecuted  for  selling  Chocolate  Prunes 
which  were  unfit  for  human  consumption  and  fined  £20. 
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FACTORIES  AND  BAKEHOUSES. 

There  are  77  factories  and  25  bakehouses  on  the  register. 
Details  of  the  inspections  made  are  as  indicated  in  the  table 
below: — 

HOME  OFFICE  TABLE. 


1.— INSPECTIONS 


Premises. 

Factories 

with  mechanical  power 

Factories  

without  mechanical  power 
Other  Premises  . . . . 

under  the  Act  (including 
works  of  building  and  engin- 
eering construction,  but  not 
including  out-workers’  pre- 
mises) . 


NUMBER  OF 

Occupiers 
Written  Prose- 

Inspections.  Notices  cuted. 

557  ..  15  '..  Nil 

219  . . 5 . . Nil 

14  Nil  Nil 


Total 

2.— DEFECTS  FOUND. 


790  . . 20  . . Nil 


PARTICULARS. 


Unreasonable  temperature 
Overcrowding 

Want  of  cleanliness 

Inadequate  ventilation 
Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 
Sanitary  Conveniences : 

insufficient  

unsuitable  or  defective 
not  separate  for  sexes 

Other  offences  

(Not  including  offences  relat- 
ing to  Home  Work  or  offences 
under  the  Sections  mentioned 
in  the  Schedule  to  the  Ministry 
of  Health  (Factories  and  Work- 
shops Transfer  of  Powers) 
Order,  1921,  and  re-enacted  in 
the  Third  Schedule  to  the  Fac- 
tories Act,  1937.) 


NUMBER  OF  DEFECTS. 

Number 
Referred  of  de- 
Reme-  to  H.M.  fects  in 
Found,  died.  Inspector,  respect 

of  which 
prosecu- 
tions were 
instituted 


Nil  .. 

Nil 

. . Nil 

. . Nil 

Nil  . . 

Nil 

. . Nil 

. . Nil 

13  . . 

13 

. . Nil 

. . Nil 

1 . . 

1 

. . Nil 

. . Nil 

Nil  . . 

Nil 

. . Nil 

. . Nil 

Nil  . . 

Nil 

..  Nil 

. . Nil 

3 . . 

3 

. . Nil 

. . Nil 

Nil  . . 

Nil 

. . Nil 

..  Nil 

3 . . 

3 

. . Nil 

. . Nil 

• Total  . . . . 20  . . 20  . . Nil 

WATER  SUPPLY. 


Nil 


Thirty-two  samples  of  water  were  taken  for  bacteriological 
examination  and  two  samples  for  chemical  analysis.  The 
attention  of  the  water  engineer  was  drawn  to  the  samples 
which  showed  any  slight  deviations  from  the  normal  standard 
and  these  were  attended  to. 
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PREMISES  USED  FOR  THE  PREPARATION  OF  FOOD. 

There  are  nineteen  premises  of  the  above  description  on 
the  register  and  four  hundred  and  eight  visits  of  inspection 
were  made  to  these  premises.  One  notice  was  served  with 
respect  to  limewashing  and  cleansing,  and  this  was  complied 
with. 


ERADICATION  OF  THE  BED  BUG. 

One  hundred  and  ten  houses  were  reported  to  be  infested 
with  bugs.  Of  these  four  were  Council  houses.  One  vacant 
house  was  disinfested  with  "Thermatox"  fumigators,  and  the 
other  houses  were  treated  by  spraying  with  "Zaldecide"  and 
"L.V.D.V 


CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

Particulars  of  the  work  done  under  this  heading  will  be 
found  in  the  tabulated  statement  of  work  done  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors  at  the  end  of  this  report. 

HOUSING. 

During  the  year  two  hundred  and  twenty-six  houses  were 
repaired  as  a result  of  formal  and  informal  notices.  Proceed- 
ings were  taken  in  two  instances  against  owners  for  the  repair 
of  houses  under  the  Public  Health  Act.  The  Magistrates 
ordered  the  defendants  to  carry  out  the  necessary  work,  and 
the  orders  were  complied  with. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS. 

Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  ths  year: 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose... 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consoli- 
dated Regulations,  1925 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purposed 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation 


887 

2345 


Nil 

Nil 


Nil 
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(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  re- 
ferred to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  216 

(2.) — Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service 
of  Formal  Notices: — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  182 

(3). — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year:— 

(A)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10,  and  16  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  ren- 

dered fit  after  service  of  formal  notice: — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners...  2 

(B)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 

were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices: 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 

(C)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  Nil 
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(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur- 
suance of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  •••  8 

(D)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936: 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  closing  orders 
were  made  ...  ...  • ■ • • • ■ • • ■ Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
were  determined,  the  tenement  or  room 
having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


OVERCROWDING. 

HOUSING  ACT,  1936  (Part  IV). 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end 

of  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  745 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  856 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  4196 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  14 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses 

have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the 
Local  Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the 
abatement  of  overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(1)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrowding 
conditions  upon  which  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  may  consider  its  desirable  to  report 


Nil 


ADULTERATED  SAMPLES. 


Serial 

No,  Article. 


A31  Milk 


A33  Milk 


12A  Dried 
Peas 
13A  Dried 
Peas 


A G2  Milk 


AG3  Milk 


A92  Lime  Juice 
Cordial 


98A  Egg  Sub- 
stitute 
Powder 


123A  Cream  of 
Tartar 


Alll  Butter 


131A  Butter 


A155  Vinegar 


Formal  Nature  of 

or  Adulteration  or 

Informal  Irregularity.  Obervaticns. 


Formal  A31  was  followed  up-  by 
16  per  cent. 


Formal  Contained  added  water, 
3 per  cent. 

Informal  Of  inferior  quality 
Informal  Of  inferior  quality 


Formal  Deficient  in  milk  fat, 
8 per  cent. 

Formal  Deficient  in  milk  fat, 
7 per  cent. 

Formal  Devoid  of  Vitamin  C. 

Saccharine  present  but 
not  declared. 


Informal  Dried  Egg  less  than  20 
parts  per  cent. 


Informal  .Below  required  stand-) 
ard  of  purity.  Tar- 
taric Acid  4 per  cent. 


Formal  Tainted  with  phenolic 
substance  about  8 
parts  per  million. 


Informal  Faintly  rancid — Acid 

value  = 2. 


Formal  Dficient  in  Acetic  Acid 
to  the  extent  of  22  per 
cent. 


Deficient  in  Milk  Fat, 
an  "Appeal  to  Cow" 
sample  A33,  which  was 
satisfactory. 

Prosecution  — case  dis- 
missed. 

Analyst  did  not  adv.se 
prosecution. 

The  samples  showed 
marked  discolouration 
when  boiled  with 
faintly  adkaline  water. 

Condemned  as  unfit  lor 
human  consumption. 

Producer  warned. 


Producer  warned. 


Analyst  spates that 

it  is  doubtful  whether 
a proscecution  would 
be  successful.  Retail- 
er warned  and  the  re- 
maining' .stock  were 
withdrawn  from  sale. 

Licence  for  the  manu- 
facture cf  this  article 
has  been  withdrawn 
by  the  Ministry  of 
Food,  but-  retailers 
were  given  permission 
to  sell  the  existing 
stocks.  Retailer’s  at- 
tention was  drawn  to 
the  analysis  and  he 
voluntarily  withdrew 
the  remaining  stock 
from  sale. 

The  attention  of  the 
retailer  was  drawn  to 
the  analysis  as  sug- 
gestecd  by  the  Anal- 
yst. 

Analyst  states — that 
the  phenolic  bodies 
present  would  have  no 
deleterious  effect. 

Anal  y st  stages  — chat 
the  sample  had  a 
faintly  acid  odour,  but 
as  judged  by  the 
chemical  and  physical 
characters,  he  does  not 
regard  the  sample  as 
non-pala  table. 

Prosecution.  Warranter 
fined  20s. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 


The  number  anti  nature  of  the  articles  examined  and  the  number  of 
each  variety  classed  as  adulterated  are  as  indicated  below: — 


Article. 


Mils  .. 

Butter  

Lard  

Margarine  

Fruit  Cordials  

Vinegar  

Sausages  

Pepper  

Dried  Peas 

Cocoa  

Egg  Substitute  Powder 

Meat  Paste  

Tartaric  Acid  

Citric  Acid  

Boracic  Acid  Powder . . 

Glauber  Salts  

Epsom  Salts  

Cream  of  Tartar 

Table  Cream  

Sponge  Calce  Mixture.  . 

Baking  Powder  

Bicaibonate  of  Soda  . . 
Custard  Polwder  .... 


Number  Examined. 
Formal.  Informal.  Total. 


82  82  114 

6 17 

2 — 2 

5 — 5 

4 — 4 

5 — 5 

2 — 2 

2 — 2 

— 22 

— 1 1 

— 1 1 

— 11 

— 22 

— 83 

— 2 2 

— 33 

— 33 

— 33 

— 1 1 

— 1 1 

— 55 

— 33 

— 66 


108  70  178 


Number  Adulterated  or 
qr  Otherwise  Giving 
Rise  to  Irregularity. 
Formal.  Informal.  Total. 

4 — 4 

112 


1 — 1 

1 — 1 


2 2 
1 1 


1 1 


7 5 12 


Of  178  samples  examined,  12  were  reported  upon  as  adulterated,  or  other- 
wise unsatisfactory,  being  6.7  per  cent,  of  the  whole. 


SUMMARY  OF  WORK 


DONE  BY  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTORS  DURING 

THE  YEAR. 

Number  of  houses  and  premises  inspected 

...  4450 

Number  of  houses  and  premises  re-visited 

...  7764 

Number  of  notices  served — preliminary 

...  231 

Number  of  notices  served — statutory 

73 

Number  of  houses  repaired... 

...  236 

Number  of  drains  cleansed  or  repaired 

...  145 

Number  of  closets  cleansed  or  repaired 

94 

Number  of  flushing  tanks  renewed 

32 

New  closets  erected  to  existing  buildings... 

6 

Additional  closets  erected  to  existing  buildings... 

2 

26 


Housing  Repairs: — 

Defective  house  roofs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  226 

Defective  house  walls  repaired  ...  ...  ...  201 

New  eaves,  gutters  and  downpipes  fixed 168 

Defective  chimneys  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  81 

Defective  doors  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  82 

Defective  windows  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  125 

Defective  fireplaces  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  107 

Defective  ovens  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  55 

Defective  yards  paved  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  86 

Accumulations  of  refuse  removed  ...  ...  ...  140 

Other  nuisances  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  48 

Number  of  milk  samples  taken  for  bacteriological  exam- 
ination ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Number  of  water  samples  taken  for  examination  ...  32 

Number  of  samples  taken  under  Food  and  Drugs  Act...  178 

Number  of  rat  infested  premises  inspected  ...  ...  116 

Number  of  houses  infested  with  vermin  inspected  ...  110 

Number  of  infectious  disease  cases  investigated  ...  351 

DISINFECTION. 

Number  of  houses  fumigated  after  infectious  disease  ...  331 

Number  of  articles  disinfected  by  steam  ...  ...  ...  4618 

Number  of  articles  destroyed  35 

DRAIN  TESTING. 

Number  of  old  drains  tested  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

Number  found  defective  39 

Number  of  drains  relaid  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

FACTORIES. 

Number  on  register 77 

Number  of  outworkers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  visits  of  inspection  ...  ...  ...  ...  616 

Number  of  defects  remedied  14 
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BAKEHOUSES. 

, . . 25 

Number  on  register 

Number  of  visits  of  inspection 174 

Number  of  defects  remedied  6 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS,  a MILKSHOPS. 

Number  on  register 74 

Number  of  visits  of  inspection  439 

Number  of  defects  remedied  ...  ...  •••  •••  3 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES. 

Number  of  animals  slaughtered  ...  ...  ...  ...  23087 

Number  of  carceses  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  23087 

Unsound  Food  condemned  ...  ...  ...  ...  38157 

(lbs.) 

JOHN  THOMAS, 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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